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Parashat Pinchas 

This week’s Parasha is Parashat Pinchas. The Parasha begins as a direct continuation to the shocking and dramatic 
events that occurred at the end of last week’s Parasha, Parashat Balak. At the end of last week’s Parasha the Torah tells 
us that the Jewish People had fallen into a perilous and treacherous trap involving Midyanite women and avoda zara, 
set for them by the wicked King Balak, based on the evil council of the notorious hater of the Jewish People, the 
diabolical wizard Bil’am. The Torah relates that the Jewish People fell so far that a leader of the tribe of Shimon, Zimri, 
secluded himself with a Midyanite woman. Everyone, including Moshe Rabbeinu, Aharon’s son Elazar the Kohen, and 
all of the great and righteous elders of the generation, stood by, severely distressed and aghast, not knowing what to 
do. The Torah relates that it was then that a young man named Pinchas, a grandson of Aharon HaKohen, came 
forward and respectfully addressed Moshe Rabbeinu.  

“Doesn’t the Torah say that in such a situation, anyone who is jealous for Hashem may kill the perpetrators?” 
“Yes,” Moshe Rabbeinu replied, “let the one who read the letter carry out what the letter says.” 

Thus, the Torah tells us, Pinchas immediately took a spear in his hand and courageously drove it through the 
unsuspecting Zimri, the leader of the tribe of Shimon, and the Midyanite woman. With Pinchas’s unhesitant, 
courageous and heroic action, a terrible plague that Hashem had previously sent (may He spare us!) was immediately 
halted. 

The word Torah comes from the word “Hora’a” which means lesson. The Torah is no mere storybook or history book, 
chas v’shalom. Every part of the Torah is an eternal lesson for every individual Jew at all times and in all places. What 
lesson can we learn from this story? 

There are times when great men and leaders of the generation are silent about something that must be done or 
corrected. Their silence should not be taken as a proof that nothing should be done; we mustn’t use their silence as an 
excuse to get out of taking action. We must know that if, by Divine Providence, we see that we can do something, we 
must do something. This that those greater than us are silent on the matter may simply be because this thing that we 
see must be done or corrected is our personal portion that Hashem has granted us personally to accomplish and fix. By 
taking confident, unhesitant, decisive action, specifically when it requires self-sacrifice, we thereby fulfill our personal 
missions in this world and thereby achieve our personal shleimut – our personal fulfillment and completion. 

But one may wonder: From where do we get the strength to be unaffected by what others are or are not doing and to 
accomplish things that even people far greater than us are not doing? To this the sages teach us: “Pinchas is Eliyahu.” 
Eliyahu lived after Pinchas, and thus it would seemingly have been more appropriate for the sages to have said: 
“Eliyahu is Pinchas.” But it is known what it says in the holy Zohar that Eliyahu actually existed as a mal’ach, an 
angel, long before the birth of Pinchas. The sages are teaching us that when, with great self-sacrifice, and in the 
deafening silence of those far greater he, Pinchas rose up to take action, he was immediately endowed with the super-
human strength and power of Eliyahu - an angel. Thus by stating “Pinchas is Eliyahu” the sages are teaching us that if 
Hashem prepared something for us to do, something that indeed requires great self-sacrifice, we should know without 
a doubt that we have already been given all of the strength – even supernatural strength- that we need to accomplish it!  

In these last moments of exile we must eagerly cease every moment and every opportunity that comes our way to 
increase in acts of positivity and light and goodness and kindness, all in a spirit of true self-sacrifice. In this way we 
will very soon merit the revelation of Eliyahu the Prophet who will finally announce to the Jewish People: “Mashiach is 
here! The Redemption has finally arrived!” 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi David 


