
 

 
 

 
16 Tamuz, 5782 
July 15, 2022 

Parashat Balak 

This week’s Parasha includes one of the most interesting narratives in Humash. Balak, king 
of Moav, hires Bilam to curse the Jews. Bilam has words literally placed into his mouth by 
Hashem and instead of cursing the Jews, he is forced to bless them. 

There are no extra words, letters or even tiny marks in the Torah. Many important laws are 
not openly spelled out, rather derived from the way it’s written in the Torah. Yet the Torah 
writes out this story in great detail using close to 100 Pesukim! Yes, it is true that we do 
learn many things here, too, including some very great prophecies. But is it necessary to use 
100 Pesukim detailing every little step of Bilam’s travel on his donkey and Balak’s frustration 
with Bilam? 

Let’s couple that question with another point that must be raised. We can understand why 
the Torah brought us the stories of the spies, Korah, and of when Benei Yisrael complained 
about the Mann. All these stories happened within Benei Yisrael. But most don’t realize that 
while the story of Balak and Bilam was taking place, Benei Yisrael were totally oblivious to 
the entire thing! All the conversations between Balak and Bilam, Bilam’s path being 
blocked by an angel, Bilam’s donkey speaking, the blessings and so on, were all behind the 
scenes. Surely the Torah could’ve just told us “Oh, and by the way, Balak and Bilam tried to 
harm you but Hashem foiled their plot”, instead of writing out the entire episode while so 
many important laws are only derived? 

Here again we see Hashem’s great love for Benei Yisrael. Even after they may have 
committed grave sins in the desert, Hashem’s love for us does not waver. Hashem is 
showing us that though we may not even know what is going on around us, He is there 
watching and protecting us from anything. Therefore the Torah goes through the effort of 
bringing every detail. It’s not Hashem just foiling a plot. It’s Hashem being involved at 
every little point. 

Do we realize this? We try to say thank you for everything Hashem gives us. If we had a 
close call with something, we may sincerely say “Phew! Thank you, Hashem!”  But let’s not 
forget that it may just be the tip of the iceberg. Let’s thank Hashem for everything we 
DON’T know about, too!. For everything we do realize, there’s an infinite amount of things 
we don’t realize. Hashem is with us all the time constantly guarding us and keeping us safe. 

Shabbat Shalom, 
R’ Elnadav 


